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TAGS: OEXC 

SUBJ: PACIFIC BASIN PROJECT 

1. HAVE TODAY RECEIVED YOUR DEC 23 LETTER ON THE REVISED 
PACIFIC BASIN PROJECT, WHICH, AS REVISED, IS MUCH MORE 
FOCUSED, LESS GRANDIOSE AND, IN CAO'S OPINION, BE MUCH 
MORE APPEALING TO AAEF AND AUSTRALIAN SCHOLARS. 

2. COPIES OF PROJECT SENT TO ANDREW AND FARRER AND WE 
WILL CONVEY VIEWS OF AAEF SECRETARIAT AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE LATER THIS MONTH WHEN FARRER AND JONES RETURN 
FROM HOLIDAY. 

3. AAEF AND POST FIRMLY SUPPORT PHASE II, THE PLANNING 
CONFERENCE IN MARCH. WE WOULD ENDORSE YOUR RECOMMENDATION 
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PARTICIPANT. ALTERNATIVELY. PROFESSOR STEPHEN WURM, A.N.U. 
RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES. HOWEVER, WILL NOT 
APPROACH EITHER UNTIL YOU ASSURE US CONFERENCE IS ON AND 
GIVE DATES. 

4. CAO IS PERSONALLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT AAEF SUPPORT FOR 
PHASE m, NAMELY, ONE RESEARCH GRANT TO AUSTRALIAN 
PLANNING CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT IS IMPRESSED ENOUGH TO URGE 
THIS UPON ROD ANDREW AND KEN JONES, WHO AS YOU AWARE, ARE 
SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF A REAL AND 
IMPORTANT AUSTRALIAN LINK WITH PACIFIC ISLANDS OF FRENCH 
POLYNESIA, FIJI, MICRONESIA, NEW CALEDONIA, ETC. 
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